The Ancient Worlds of Asia
tent. Thus unembarrassed by needless lu influenced by the opinions and prejudice mixed amongst the people, acquired with manners, and enjoyed without alloy those scenes so novel, and spots so rich in vaj cannot fail to produce.
"I look back with feelings of grateful happy days when, free and unheeded, we : humble cottage or cheerful tent, and linger unconscious of distance and of the hour, as the sun went down, under some hoary i the wandering Arab, or in some crumb' bearing a well-known name. . . .
"I had traversed Asia Minor and Syria, vi seats of civilisation, and the spots which re holy.   I now felt an irresistible desire to regions beyond the Euphrates, to which hist point as the birthplace of the wisdom of travellers, after a journey through the us parts of the East, have the same longing t river, and to explore those lands which are map from the confines of Syria by a vast from Aleppo to the banks of the Tigris, hangs over Assyria, Babylonia, and Chald names   are  linked  great  nations   and  gr shadowed forth in history; mighty ruins, deserts, defying, by their very desolation an form, the description of the traveller; the rei races still roving over the land; the fulfilliich he expressed with nobility of style, makes the reading of his books a great even today. The account of these expeditions is best i in his own words:
